That Delicious Pork Roast By Rod Meredith and Calvin Allen

Is it a Sin to Eat it?

Were all animals made clean? 
What is the meaning o f Peter's vision? 
Here is a straight​forward Bible answer. 
This subject is important to your health and well being!

HONEY, that pork roast was simply delicious!" How many husbands have made exclama​tions like this about the many meat prod​ucts that come from the hog? Yet some people will tell you that any meat com​ing from a hog is not fit to eat! Why do they say this?

The answer to these and other vital questions concerning your health and also your relationship to God is found in the true Bible explanation of Peter's vision. This remarkable event is related in the tenth chapter of Acts.

What Did the Vision Mean?

It is important for you to understand this vision! It may well affect your health, happiness, and eternal life. Yet there are many different interpretations of this vision. Why? God's word says only one thing. So let's examine these scriptures and let the Bible interpret the Bible.

The story begins in Acts 10:1 where we find that Cornelius was an Italian soldier. He was an unconverted Italian, a Gentile by race. By faith this man was carrying out many of the duties of a Christian, but he would have to be con​verted-begotten by the Holy Spirit​become, thereby, spiritually an Israelite to be an heir to the promises of God (Gal. 3:29).

Do you realize that this unconverted man was performing some of the most important duties of a real Christian? How many people in our Israelitish land today fear and respect God enough to keep the laws He gave for our benefit? How many are on the giving side? Cornelius gave "much alms" to the people (verse 2). Today people don't even give God what actually belongs to Him for the spreading of the gospel (Malachi 3:8). Cornelius "prayed to God always." This means that he was in a spirit of prayer at all times and spent much time down on his knees before God.

Most people today pray "my will be done" instead of God's will. Yes, many people ask God to bring down the other person and exalt them. Their prayers are entirely selfish! But Cornelius gave his money to the needy people and so you can be assured that his prayers were go​ing out for them. "For where your treas​ure is, there will your heart be also." (Luke 12:34).

Notice in verse 4 (Acts 10) that God remembered the prayers and alms of Cornelius. Men may treat these things cheaply. But God doesn't!

Continuing through the chapter we find that Cornelius had a vision in which an angel instructed him to send some of his servants to Joppa to contact Peter. In verse 9, we find that Peter was also a man of prayer-the kind of man God uses in His ministry.

What the Vision Was

Peter became very hungry while he was on the housetop for prayer. God was preparing him for a revelation in which part of God's great plan is re​vealed. Just before noon, Peter fell into a trance. In vision, he saw heaven opened and a sheet was let down to the earth. This sheet contained ". . . all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air" (verse 12). Notice this carefully! This sheet contained snakes, lizards (creeping things), skunks, lions, and all manner of four​footed beasts. The Bible itself shows us that this sheet did not exclude any snake, spider, or fowl beast or varmint that you can imagine!

Then, o f all things, God commanded Peter to kill and eat of these creatures! What did Peter say? "Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is called common or unclean." Peter had lived day and night with Jesus for over three years, so he certainly understood from Christ's teaching that there were some creatures which are simply not fit for human food. This was ten years after all the carnal ordinances were nailed to the cross, and yet Peter still knew that God's laws of clean and unclean meats were still in effect.

These laws are given in Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14. Read them. They constitute a message from the Creator telling His children which animals are fit for human consumption, and which are not. God had created certain animals to be eaten by man, and the others are designated as "unclean" because they were not made for man's use.

Was God showing Peter that after ten years of inspired teaching in the NEW Testament Church these unclean animals were now, suddenly, somehow made fit for your stomach?

After revealing this vision, God told Peter, "What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common" (verse 15). It does not say that "What God cleansed" was these animals. This was done three times and then the sheet was received up into heaven. Notice that Peter did not try to eat these unclean animals. He couldn't because this was only a vision in the first place. Also, (verse 17) Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean." He didn't immediately assume like so many people that God was changing his laws respecting unclean meats!

What God Cleansed

Actually, Christ was the "Rock" that went before the children of Israel and gave them those laws (I Cor. 10:4). We know that, "Jesus Christ is the same yes​terday, and today, and forever" (He​brews 13:8). Yes, Christ's command​ments-like his character-are lasting and permanent. So instead of jumping to conclusions, Peter "doubted" what this vision should mean.

"While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them" (verses 19-20). The voice spoke unto Peter three times because three gentile men were at that moment on their way to see him! Peter went with them to see Cor​nelius and confessed in verse 28 "... God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or unclean." Now Peter understood! WHY don't all these "popular" preachers? Maybe it's because they are afraid of offending their congregations and losing their sal​aries! "What God cleansed" was not those unclean animals, but those Gentile men, formerly unclean through sin.
Those unclean animals in Peter's vi​sion were used to symbolize the gentile race of men. They had formerly been re​garded as unclean. The Jews had been forbidden to associate with them because of their abominable practices. But now the wall had been broken down and sal​vation was extended to the gentiles. Peter finally realized that this was the meaning of the vision and said, "Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him" (verses 34-35).

Yes, to be accepted with God, we must fear Him and work righteousness. What is righteousness? ". . . All thy commandments are righteousness" (Psalms 119:172). So let's quit trying to hide our faces from God's command​ments-and begin to live by them!

Would YOU Eat Skunks and Rats?

But suppose God had been trying to tell Peter (and us) that he should eat all the things contained in the sheet that was let down in vision. Would you eat those "creeping things"-lizards, snakes, spiders? Would you eat skunks and hy​enas? Of course you wouldn't! Why? Because you have your own law of what you think is clean and unclean!

Common sense tells us chat God did not intend for us to eat all creatures, but we just aren't willing to let our Creator tell us which meats will give us lasting health and strength, and which ones are injurious to our bodies, and will even​tually bring on more sickness and dis​ease.

Some people want to argue with God! One text on this subject they will bring up is found in I Timothy 4:1-5. Read it carefully. Notice that these "doctrines of devils" include "forbidding to marry." What church does that to certain of its members? Another false doctrine is '"commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving . . ." By whom? "Of them which believe and know the truth." What is truth? Christ said, "Thy word is truth" (John 17:17) . Then the Bible itself reveals the truth about which meats are to be thankfully received!

Notice that the false doctrine is com​manding to abstain from meats which are thankfully received by those who be​lieve and know the truth-who know God's word. And the Holy Bible tells us that there are some meats which are Unclean," and are not to be received with thanksgiving.

Verses 4 and 5 tell us, "For every creature o f God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanks​giving; For it is sanctified by the word o f God and prayer." 
What does it mean when it says that these creatures o f God are sanctified by the word of God and prayer?

"Sanctify" is a word meaning to make holy, or set apart for holy use or purpose. Does the word of God sanctify all the unclean hogs, rabbits, snakes, and other unclean animals? Of course not! Then they cannot be received with thanksgiv​ing.

God's laws do not change. The divers washings and carnal ordinances ceased because they were only physical types of the working of the Holy Spirit and the sacrifice of     Christ. But God's basic spiritual laws and physical laws (not ordinances) stand fast "forever and ever" (Psalms 111:7-8).

Why don't men wake up and begin to obey their creator? Our hospitals and insane asylums are overflowing. Many doctors are now telling us that eating pork and other wrong foods is the cause of a great deal of all this suffering. God knew all this and gave us laws which would have kept us from this misery. But we have refused to obey!

Let's quit following men, and church boards, and other self-appointed "au​thorities." Follow Christ's command in Matthew 4:4 to "live by every word of God." For a happier and healthier life, let's get back to the true teaching of the Bible!

